Don Vappie and the Creole Jazz Serenaders

Dedicatedto contemporaryperformanceand recordingof classicjazz and Creolecompositions,
Don VappieO<€reole Jazz Serenadersrovide todayOswudienceswith a glimpse of Othereal spirit of
early jazz,O a period when jazz was the OpopO music of the time.

For the group'sfirst recording, CREOLE BLUES, Vappie, with the help of Milly Vappie, a
cultural historianandresearchercompileda songlist thatincludeslesser-knowrtunesfrom the likes of
Jelly Roll Morton, JabboSmith, Sam Morgan, and the New OrleansOwls. Drawing heavily on the
Creoleheritageof New Orleans,Vappie performsearly Creolejazz tunesin the traditional Frenchpatois
of the region.

Robert Parker, Australian producerand host of the PRI syndicatedseries,OJazzClassicsin
Stereo,@ponsoredhe groupOsecondmajor project,IN SEARCHOF KING OLIVER In 1997,the CJS
recordedl18 classiccompositionsirom VappieOsranscriptionsof songsoriginally recordedin 1923 by
King OliverO<Creole JazzBand. Parkerdescribedthis recordingas soundingmore like King OliverOs
music than anything done in the last 70 years.

In 1998,the CJS,in conjunctionwith the Historic New OrleansCollection,presentedhe program
OThelost Manuscriptsof Jelly Roll Morton,Opremieringnewly discoveredviorton compositions. And
in 2003, the CJS performing with the Corpus Christi Symphony Orchestrain a program entitled
OGumbo,0 debuted VappieOs arrangements of jazz classics for jazz band and symphony orchestra.

The CreoleJazzSerenadermcorporatethe musicallegacyof the New OrleansCreoleculture a
societythat sprangfrom the mixture of French,Spanish African and Americanindian peoplewith strong
ties to the Caribbeanlslands. Offbeat Magazinechosethe CJS debut CD, Creole Blues as one of
Louisiana®$00 EssentialCDs of the 20th century.Recentrecordingsinclude SwingOut andBanjo A La
Creole CJSis also featuredin the PBS documentaryAMERICAN CREOLE: NEW ORLEANS
REUNION. Recentappearanceinclude CarnegieHall (NY), the SheldonConcertHall (MO), the
Whitaker Center (PA) and the Bix Beiderbecke Festival (1A).

With a very real senseof living tradition, CJSbreathesew life into classicsof a bygoneera,
without resortingto the kind of self-consciousstiffnessoften found in historic recreations. Instead the
banddeliversto contemporaryaudiencesll the excitementand satisfactionthis musicfirst broughtto
audiences more than 70 years ago.

EDon Vappie and CJS utilize meticulous charts and
arrangements to create an orchestrated style of music th
swings like no other. This is what the New Orleans jaz
and heritage is all aboutMichael Dominici,
Where Y’At - May 2003

It goes without saying, at least to his fans, that Vappie is
someone the world deserves to know better. . .When I fir
saw Vappie play. . ., my first thought was: OOh, so the
banjo has a Jimi Hendrix.ave Walker,
The Times-Picayune - August 29, 2006
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